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ABSTRACT: Since its inception in 2012, the College of Criminal Justice Education at Cagayan State University Piat
Campus has been noted for its high percentage in the Professional Regulation Commission board examinations. The
academic preparation of criminology students is commendable in terms of early enrollment, interviews, and
orientations to set the college standards. Expectations from students, services provided by the school to prepare them
for their 4-year stay and how to overcome obstacles during their study. Students will be subjected to a series of tests
based on the college's selection and retention procedures. An investigation on the elements influencing the academic
performance of Cagayan State University, Piat Campus Bachelor of Science in Criminology students. The respondents
were Bachelor of Science in Criminology students from Cagayan State University, Piat Campus. The 156 participants
in this study were chosen at random among SY 2021-2022 First Semester students. To summarize the findings,
descriptive statistics were used to calculate frequency counts, rank, percentage, and weighted mean. This study found
that the factors employed were student and school-related. The results show that the respondents firmly believe that
study habits and access to instructional resources have a major impact on their academic success. Given the findings
of this study, it is strongly advised that students develop good study habits and that colleges and universities improve
their instructional materials and other learning facilities to help students improve their academic performance.

Keywords: Academic performance, student related factors, school related factors, intervening effects, board
examinations, convenience sampling

l. INTRODUCTION

The Bachelor of Science in Criminology of the College of Criminal Justice Education at Cagayan State University
Piat Campus is known of its high percentage in all board examinations administered by the Professional Regulation
Commission since its first board takers in 2012. Based on the data on school passing percentage, it has always been
higher than the national percentage with instances that all takers have successfully passed the licensure examination.
As a result, the college has received a national award for its excellent board performance given by the Professional
Criminologists Association of the Philippines in one of the national conventions conducted. Academic preparations
of criminology students are commendable in terms of enrolment from the very start, interview conducted, orientations
given in order to set the standards of the college. The expectations from students, the services that the school could
offer in order to prepare students in their 4-year stay before they would be awarded their diploma, and how to overcome
trials and hardships as they go through their studies. Students will have to undergo series of screenings, applying the
selection and retention policies of the college as approved by the Board of Regents. As a way of maintaining the
excellent performance of the college in the licensure examination, innovative procedures and techniques are
introduced; students have to cope with changes during this new normal brought by this pandemic. Online classes are
utilized using different platforms to cater the needs of students living in areas where internet connectivity is a primary
concern. Alternative techniques are employed by providing printed modules to some students living in net-challenged
areas. Considerations are given to students like reading uploaded modules on their own pacing and schedule as long
as they will meet deadlines of given requirements and the like.

Based on Ali et.al., 2009, students’ academic performance demonstrates a significant part in producing the greatest
quality graduates who will become great leaders for the country thus would be responsible for the country’s economic
and social development. The academic achievement of students is a key determining factor of the future of the students
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in particular and the nation in general. Learning outcomes have become a point of interest to all and this
explains the reason why researchers have been working hard to unravel dynamics that have an effect on good academic
performance (Aremu & Sokan, 2002). Adeyemo (2001) discoursed that the major goal of the University is to work
towards realization of academic excellence by students. According to him, the University may have other objectives
but emphasis is always placed on the achievement of sound scholarship. Therefore, academic achievement should be
well-thought-out to be a many-sided paradigm that covers different domains of learning. The field of students’
academic achievement is very comprehensive and covers an extensive diversity of educational outcomes and its
description is unwavering by the indicators used to measure it. (Steinmayr, R et al).

Students’ academic achievement subjugates a very important place in education as well as in the learning process. Its
development is always a big concern for educators and students because of its dependence towards factors such as
student and school related factors. In this period of globalization and technological revolution, education is regarded
as the first step for every human activity. It plays an important role in the development of human capital and is linked
with an individual’s well-being and opportunities for better living (Battle & Lewis, 2002).

Students’ academic performance exemplifies performance outcomes that points out the magnitude to which an
individual has finished specific goals. Thus, it is indispensable to scrutinize the intervening effects of student and
school related factors on the academic performance of students. Thus, this study is aimed to discover the intervening
effects of student and school related factors on the academic performance of the Bachelor of Science in Criminal
Justice System students of Cagayan State University, Piat Campus.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

This study attempted to ascertain the intervening factors affecting the academic performance of the Bachelor of
Science in Criminology students of Cagayan State University, Piat Campus. Specifically, it sought to answer the
following questions:

1. What is the profile of the student-respondents relative to:
1.1 age
1.2 gender

2. What is the perception of the student-respondents with regard to the intervening factors affecting their academic
performance as to:

2.1 Student — related factors

2.2 School- related factors

1. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This study made use of the descriptive research method employing the questionnaire patterned from a published study
of Delelis, Mary Grace as main data-gathering instrument. The researchers made use of structured questionnaire to
gather the needed data which were given to the respondents.

This study was conducted at the Cagayan State University, Piat Campus, where the respondents were the Bachelor of
Science in Criminology students. The 156 respondents of this study were selected through convenience sampling who
are enrolled for the First Semester of SY 2021-2022. The data gathered were tabulated, analyzed and interpreted using
the descriptive statistics like frequency counts, rank, percentage and weighted mean. The weighted mean was
interpreted using the following criterion scale:

Numerical Value Mean Range Descriptive Scale
5 4.20-5.00 strongly agree

4 3.40-4.19 agree

3 2.60-3.39 uncertain

2 1.80-2.59 disagree

1 1.00-1.79 strongly disagree

1. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Table 1.1 Frequency and Percentage Distribution of the Student-Respondents’ as to Age

Age Frequency Percentage
17 19 12.18

18 14 8.97

19 18 11.54
20 97 62.18

21 8 5.13
Total 156 100.00

The table reveals the frequency and percentage distribution of respondents relative to age. The age ranges from 17-21
years old where the highest frequency of 97 or 62.18 percent belongs to 20-year old which implies that majority of
the respondents are already in the age of majority. This further be noted that the age of the respondents with the highest
frequency manifest a world full of opportunity, time and freedom to experiment and greater responsibility as regards
to their studies.

https://ijase.org [237]



18] ISSN: 2799 - 1091
L eied  Volume 1 Issue 3 | October 2021
Page 236-240

Table 1.2 Frequency and Percentage Distribution of the Student-Respondents’ Profile Relative to Sex

Age Frequency Percentage
Male 128 82.05
Female 28 17.95
Total 156 100.00

The respondents’ profile as to sex is revealed in the table where the highest frequency of 128 or 82.05 percent belongs
to the male respondents. This data manifests the nature of the program where it is male dominated.

Table 2.1 Item Mean and Descriptive Scale Distribution of the Student-Respondents’ Perception with Regard to
Student-Related Factors Affecting their Academic Performance

STUDENT-RELATED FACTORS OPTIONS Mean | Descriptive Scale
SA | A U D SD

Socio-economic standing (self-supporting, | 64 66 18 8 0 4.19 Agree

/ working student, married, single parent)

Assigned household chores 16 50 62 20 8 3.26 Uncertain

Study habits 94 52 8 2 0 4,53 Strongly Agree

Absenteeism and tardiness of student 74 | 68 10 0 4.35 Strongly Agree

Academic accomplishments/performance | 88 54 12 2 0 4.46 Strongly Agree

of student

Attitude of student towards education 86 58 8 0 4.45 Strongly Agree

Comprehension of student in the different | 50 | 96 8 2 0 4.24 Strongly Agree

areas

Time spent on social media and the use of | 88 50 12 6 0 4.41 Strongly Agree

gadgets

Physical disability and Psychological | 24 80 36 14 2 3.71 Agree

make-up of the student

Practice of religion 22 44 52 32 6 3.28 Uncertain

Category Mean 4.09 Agree

Table 2.1 shows the item mean and descriptive scale distribution on the perception of the respondents as regards
student-related factors that may influence their academic performance. As seen from the table, the respondents
strongly agree that study habits with a mean of 4.53 has the most important prediction on their academic performance
which implies that good study habits are good sources to learners as it contribute to attain mastery in their areas of
specialization and subsequent excellent performance.

On the other hand, the respondents are uncertain on the practice of religion and assigned household chores as factors
affecting their academic performance which implies that practicing religion and household chores may not have a
strong impact on their academic performance.

Table 2.1 Item Mean and Descriptive Scale Distribution of the Student-Respondents’ Perception with Regard to
School-Related Factors Affecting their Academic Performance

SCHOOL-RELATED FACTORS OPTIONS Mean Descriptive Scale
SA |A | U D SD

Geographical location of school 38 74 | 30 8 6 3.83 Agree

Room/School facilities (library, canteen, | 50 72 | 24 10 0 4.04 Agree

gymnasium, auditorium, laboratories, etc.)

Textbooks, Reference materials 74 62 | 16 4 0 4.32 Strongly Agree

Class size 36 78 | 32 10 0 3.90 Agree

School atmosphere (conduciveness for | 64 68 20 |4 0 4.23 Strongly Agree

learning)

Category Mean 4.06 Agree

The item mean and descriptive scale distribution on the perception of the respondents as regards school-related factors
that may influence their academic performance is revealed in the table. Looking at the data, the respondents considered
textbooks, reference materials and school atmosphere have the most important effect on their academic performance.
This perception of the respondents implies that instructional materials reinforce the teaching/learning process by
demonstrating information indispensable to stimulate, encourage and capture learners’ interest to assimilate the needed
knowledge and skills. Not only that school-related factors affect academic performance, for it may implicate graduate
employability. Talosa, Javier and Dirain (2021) also found that learning environments play a crucial role in student
success. Students who study in a positive learning environment are more motivated, engaged and have a higher overall
learning ability. On the other hand, students learning in poor environments —those that are uncomfortable, loud or full
of distractions —will find it far more difficult to absorb information and stay engaged. Also, according to Javier (2015),
instructional systems, convenient classroom and school buildings were contributory to graduates’ employability.
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CONCLUSION

This research was conducted among the Bachelor of Science in Criminology students of Cagayan State University,
Piat Campus with the aim of looking into the intervening factors that have a great impact in their academic
performance. It was revealed in this study that the factors used were the student-related and school-related factors.
From the results spawned that the respondents strongly agree on the significant influence of study habits and the
availability of instructional materials on the extent of their academic performance.

RECOMMENDATIONS
In the light of the foregoing results of this study, it is strongly recommended that:

1. Appropriate study habits towards education must be instilled among students

2. Students’ academic performance is significantly affected with the availability of instructional materials and
other learning facilities thus, the College and the University as a whole should look into the said facilities to
further improve on the academic performance of the students.

3. Similar and additional studies should be conducted to identify other variables that would have a great impact
on the academic performance of students.
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The researchers sought approval from the College committee before the commencement of the study through the In-
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